
5 

Dra. Silvia Capezzuto 
Dra. Marisa Nicolini
Psychological Services, Sisters Hospitallers 
“Villa Rosa” centre in Viterbo (Italy)

THE ROSES AND THORNS OF 

COVID-19 AT VILLA ROSA

Recently we started to see the light again af-

COVID-19, which, as everyone knows, was par-

ticularly aggressive in Italy. At the Sisters Hos-

pitallers Casa di Cura Villa Rosa eldercare home 

in Viterbo (Italy), we are gradually returning to 

that the entire Hospitaller community was vi-

rus-free. 

The centre was closed for two and a half 

family safe and united (though physically apart) 

loss and loneliness felt particularly by the resi-

dents, who have said, “Despite the interruption 

of activities and the forced distancing from my 

family, I appreciate the Sisters Hospitallers and 

all the professionals who have always made us 

feel supported and accompanied.” 

Another resident noted, -

rently empty period, it has been an occasion for 

residents to grow closer and support each other 

even more. The boredom and emptiness of these 

and my life story, as well as some of my values.” 

We think it is particularly important to share 

the moving experience of Father Mario, also 

a resident at our centre: -

ment, I felt like a priest who had already ful-

uses those who appear impotent to continue 

his work. The manager of the centre asked if I 

wanted to administer the sacrament and give 

-

tely replied, ‘I am here for whatever is nee-

ded.’ I knew the risk of the situation and I felt 

called to provide solace from my hospital bed.” 

We want to conclude by recognising and 

expressing our gratitude for the entire 

Hospitaller Community who—by giving 

the best of themselves on every level, both 

personally and professionally, and in their va-

rious areas of responsibility—prevented CO-

VID-19 from entering the Villa Rosa eldercare 

home. They provided quality, comprehensive 

care with dedication, courage, humanity, and 

hospitality.  

We hope that when this pandemic ends, huma-

nity will move toward a brighter future full of 

values. Together we can preserve and promo-

te the legacy of St. Benedict Menni by uniting 

science and charity.
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