
Message to all of the HOSPITALLER COMMUNITY 

Christmas 2019 

 

 

Bearers of the Good News … 

… of Hospitality 

 
 

A Bolivian woman with her child! This is the 

image I have chosen this year to convey my 

best wishes and those of the sisters of the 

General Government.  May Joy and Peace 

come to all those who form part of the Hospitaller Community: the sick, co-workers, family 

members, volunteers, benefactors and sisters. ¡FELICES FIESTAS DE NAVIDAD! MERRY 

CHRISTMAS, JOYEUX NOËL, BUON NATALE, FELIZ NATAL. 

We are once again approaching Christmas! Almost everywhere in the world and in a very 

natural way, this time is a feast of joy and light, of family get-togethers and friendship, gifts 

and sharing in solidarity. For the Christian people, this festivity especially celebrates the birth 

of Jesus, God made man (cf. Jn 1:14), and “so great is his love for us that he became one of us, 

so that we in turn might become one with him”1.  

The contemplation of this mystery in the creative Christmas crèches that at this time of year 

appear in the different hospital facilities, houses, churches, communities and public places, is 

a call to reflect on “the responsibility of every Christian to spread the Gospel.  Each of us is 

called to bear glad tidings to all, testifying by our practical works of mercyto the joy of knowing 

Jesus and his love”2.   

While respecting the diversity of the great Hospitaller Community that we form together, I 

take the liberty to invite us to “bear glad tidings to all”. For those of us who identify with 

the Christian faith, the “glad tidings are Jesus”, God “who became a child in order to make us 

know how close he is to every man, woman and child, regardless of their condition”3. For those 

of you who have other beliefs or philosophies of  life, the call is to be the bearers of the 

peace, good, solidarity and compassion that dwell in the human heart.  

Whatever our experience, as members of the Hospitaller Community we are all invited to be 

bearers of Hospitality with our words and gestures, in our service and encounters, in our 

being by the side of those who are sick or suffering; like “the Samaritan, we do not walk on 

by: we look at and we see; we let ourselves be moved and take action, in a spirit of compassion 

and solidarity”4.  

We could ask ourselves the question: how can I be the bearer of Hospitality in the different 

contexts in which I live?  

In this respect, and going back to some of Pope Francis’ thoughts in his letter on “The 

meaning and importance of the nativity scene”, I would like to make a number of proposals, 



bearing in mind the elements of the nativity scene that represent the proclamation of Jesus’ 

birth:  

- To be the bearers of Hospitality means being “the light that shines in the dark night”, in 

the many dark nights of those who live in suffering;  

- To be the bearers of Hospitality means being like  the “shepherds who humbly greet the 

proclamation” of the angels and set out to meet him;  

- To be the bearers of Hospitality means being “poor and humble”, capable of sharing with 

the poor as the path to a more human and fraternal world;  

- To be the bearers of Hospitality means to live joyfully everyday holiness, in the different 

tasks, doing ordinary things in an extraordinary way;  

- To be the bearers of Hospitality means to accept the gift of God, who is Jesus,  in complete 

obedience, and to treasure that gift, like Mary and Joseph;    

- To be the bearers of Hospitality is to offer Jesus and his living images, the best  gifts of all, 

like the Magi of the Orient.           

 

Dear Hospitaller Community, let us be the bearers of Hospitality! That will be the best way to 

celebrate Christmas, to make the mystery of Bethlehem present here and now.  

I would like to end this message by expressing my best wishes of JOY, PEACE AND HOPE for 

2020, a year in which we will continue to “PRACTICE HOSPITALITY” according to the dynamic 

thrust of the Chapter. 

 

 

 

Anabela Carneiro 

Superior General  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rome, 17 December 2019 
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