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on 23 and 24 April in Dinan
(France) to celebrate the beginning
of festivities to mark the centenary

Anabela Carneiro
General Mother Superior of 
the Sisters Hospitallers
"Celebrating the 
centenary has shown us
both the work and the 
personality of this Saint 
of Hospitality" 

The Sisters Hospitallers and the Brothers of St. John of God met in Dinan to begin celebrations for the centenary of the death of
St. Benedict Menni

Over 250 people, from the diffe-
rent countries where the Brothers
and Sisters Hospitallers work, met

of the death of St. Benedict
Menni; Brother Hospitaller, Resto-
rer of the Order of Hospitallers of

Jesús Etayo
Superior General of the 
Brothers of St. John of God
"An example of a life 
that lights the way and 
encourages us to follow
the path of welcoming 
and hospitality"

The Sisters Hospitallers and the Brothers of 

St. John of God celebrate the centenary 

of the death of St. Benedict Menni
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“As an example to St. 
Benedict Menni, we

want our Institutions to 
continue showing the

merciful face of the Lord
through Hospitality”

“The innovative means
used by St. Benedict
Menni, one of the 

foremost disciples of St.
John of God, had no

boundaries. Only
through the support of
the merciful face of God
is it possible to explain

his work"

sence of Jesus.

"As an example to St. Benedict
Menni, we want our Institutions
to continue showing the merciful
face of the Lord through Hospi-
tality". "The innovative means
used by St. Benedict Menni, one
of the foremost disciples of St.
John of God, had no boundaries.
Only through the support of the
merciful face of God is it possible
to explain his work", revealed the
exhibition. 

Restorer and Founder
Later on, brother Luis Valero con-
tributed to the contemporary de-
bate on Hospitality, looking back
over the past while focusing on
the present; proposing creative
new solutions for general the-
mes: vocation, community and
hospitality, as aspects that need
a new approach. Living by follo-
wing in the steps of Jesus Christ
through hospitality.

St. John of God in Spain, Portugal
and Mexico, and Founder of the
Congregation of Sisters Hospita-
llers.

These days of reflection and co-
habitation for the Hospitallers
were carried out under the motto:
St. Benedict Menni “A heart wi-
thout borders”. Organised toge-
ther with other institutions, the
main aim was to deepen kno-
wledge about the personality and
legacy of this saint, who respon-

Anabela Carneiro and Jesús Etayo

Sisters, Brothers, and co-workers

ded to the needs of his time in a
creative and innovative way.

An invitation to reflect
Anabela Carneiro, Mother Supe-
rior of the Sisters Hospitallers,
and Jesús Etayo, General Superior
of the Brothers of St. John of God,
welcomed those attending, and
invited them to reflect and fur-
ther their knowledge about this
great Hospitaller, who gave his
life in service to those most in
need, in whom he saw the pre-
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Work groups and round table
talks
On 23 April several work groups
and round table talks took place,
which reflected on the role of St.
Benedict Menni, who today is an
example of how to live our voca-
tion and mission in hospitality.

A passion for hospitality
He recreated the charisma of St.
John of God in the 19th Century,
studying the social reality of the
time and making it the focus of
hospitality: How would Jesus face
up to this reality? How would John
of God respond to this need
today? From this unlimited
strength and charity, the Holy Spi-
rit inspires the Brothers of St. John
of God and the Congregation of
Sisters Hospitallers of the Sacred

Heart of Jesus.

Good management: offering
creative solutions 
He created better options for pe-
ople suffering from mental ill-
ness. He founded many centres
offering comprehensive care,
upholding the Hospitaller iden-
tity without any outside interfe-
rence: "The important thing is not
to work in centres owned by us or
by others, whether here or there,
but rather to take care of the sick
wherever they are in need".

A pioneer in psychiatric care at
the end of the 19th and begin-
ning of the 20th Century
His work had significant reper-
cussions on developing psychia-
tric treatment in Spain in the

second half of the 19th Century,
the results of which can still be
appreciated today. He promoted
a humanised and humanising
style of care, a centralised model
of organisation focusing on the
well-being and dignity of the
person being treated, combining
science with charity.

Merciful to the weak
With his human and spiritual
personality, and the tempera-
ment of his character, he showed
a wealth of emotions and the
need to love and be loved. This
capacity allowed him to identify
with the merciful love of God,
symbolised in the Sacred Heart
of Jesus, which is present in the
sick, "in their vivid image".

Work groups and round table talks
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Official start of the Centenary
On 24 April, the celebration of the
100 year anniversary of the death
of St. Benedict Menni took place,
and there was a party atmosphere
the entire day imbued with the in-
surmountable faith of the Hospi-
taller project. 

The morning began with a visit to
some of the most important pla-
ces for the Hospital San Juan de
Dios, where St. Benedict Menni
spent the last years of his life, with
a video summarising the high-
lights of his time on earth.

At 3pm the new windows of the
Hospital chapel were blessed and
later on a solemn Eucharist was
presided over by Monseigneur
Denis Moutel, Bishop of Saint-
Brieuc et Tréguier.

The day ended with the blessing
of a statue in honour of St. Bene-
dict Menni, set up in a key posi-
tion in the Hospitaller Complex. A
dinner was also held with the Sis-
ters, Brothers and others working
with the Order of St. John of God,
along with the Congregation of
Sisters Hospitallers, who celebra-
ted this special day for both insti-
tutions with much joy and
happiness, accompanied by a
choir and a local folk group.

At 3pm the new windows
of the Hospital chapel
were blessed and later
on a solemn Eucharist
was presided over by
Monseigneur Denis 
Moutel.

The day ended with
the blessing of a 
statue in honour of St.
Benedict Menni, set
up in a key position in
the Hospitaller 
Complex. 

Eucharist and pilgrimage to the statue of St. Benedict Menni
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“The Centenary should encourage us to renew
our sense of belonging”

An identity that brings toge-
ther hopes and goals for the
future
It has been a beautiful expe-
rience meeting with the Bro-
thers, Sisters and co-workers
from all our centres, as we were
able to see the many things we
have in common and enjoy the
similarities between us from the
very beginning, which are
doubtless fruits of our similar
aims and hopes for the future. 

But above all, this has been a
meeting with St. Benedict
Menni, one of the pillars of the
Hospitallers; and the more we
get to know him and discover

more about his personality, the
more we see he was a great,
saintly figure. Our visit has cove-
red such theological themes,
which we can permit ourselves
to name as such, and the gift of
the Holy Spirit which has allo-
wed us to live the experience of
solitude, misunderstanding and
suffering as our Saint did; the
epilogue to a life spent on hos-
pitality and always led by the
cross, which he unashamedly
embraced. 

I would also like to highlight the
charity, warmth and delicate
touch he used to treat his sons
and daughters in France, in
those final moments when the
Hospitaller demonstrated his
greatness and faith as he ended
his divine presence on earth. All
of this is an homage to the holy
and sanctifying hospitality he
lived his life by, spread and took
him to heaven, where he surely
heard the words of Jesus Christ
himself: be a good and faithful
servant and enter into the joy of
the Lord.

The strength and possibilities
of Hospitality 
The strength of the Hospitality
that he breathed really stands
out, with the need for a practical
rethink in order to continue in-
carnating the new possibilities
and challenges offered to us by
the present. There were some
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very beautiful experiences, which
allowed us to find out more
about developing the charisma
of hospitality, in nations and con-
tinents around the world, sho-
wing us the universal face of the
Hospitaller Institutes; they re-
mind us how much we have in
common, with a shared past and
background that started five
centuries ago with St. John of
God. In addition to the similari-
ties between everyone involved,
shown by the shared themes that
tie together our identities, and
allow us to harbour hopes that
the Hospitaller movement has a
future.

I have highlighted certain as-
pects because they are characte-
ristics that allow us to think
consciously about a real commit-
ment to hospitality today, in

5

Luis Valero. Brother of St. John of
God

TESTIMONY

“These past few days
have been a meeting

with St. Benedict Menni,
one of the pillars of the

Hospitallers”

“...religious and laity
alike, we can all rekindle
the charity that was born

of evangelism”
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which religious and laity alike can
rekindle the face of a charity that
was born of evangelism. Both
ways of life are necessary, given
that the Hospitaller charisma we
know has always referred to a
new and special relationship with
God and a radical following of
Jesus Christ for both institutions,
while also demonstrating that it
is still possible today for secular
people and collaborators to have
the same charismatic experience
from their point of view. The
unifying factor is the person,
whether man or woman, who is
still suffering today, and who is in
need of the redemption of Jesus
Christ and the love of others. 

Proposals for the future
The entire Centenary, and not
only these few days of celebra-
tion, should lead us to rekindle
our feeling of belonging, so that
we can maintain the necessary

charisma within the church, and
the wider world. It is also oppor-
tunity for us to work together,
forgetting any past problems. We
have a shared past and possibili-
ties for the future, which encou-
rages us to show a new, united
Hospitaller front to the world,
once the obligation to "care for
members of their own sex" has
been removed, which means that
our expectations and fields of
work are more open, and with
new possibilities- why not think
about a future with shared apos-
tolic missions?

A second proposal would rekin-
dle our religious lives, as I have
mentioned in the past, and the
hospitality that we have received
has never moved too far away
from religious consecration,
which is still an open ecclesiology
by which the laity are obliged to
carry out charitable works. It is

important that religious vocation
remains in force as something
irreplaceable and necessary, as
any other path would be moving
away from our origins and the
ways of understanding the gift
handed down by St. John of God,
as renewed by St. Benedict
Menni, and received by us over
time. We know that it will not be
easy, but it is necessary, and I
would say should be a priority as
the lifestyle of religious figures is
not currently going through the
best possible time.

“The unifying link 
between us is people 
who still suffer today,

which means that they
need the redemption of

Jesus Christ and the 
love of others”

“Living with the joy of the 
Mission that the Lord has 

entrusted us with means we 
need to promote a more 

humanitarian world”

For me, it was incredible to celebrate together: Sisters, Brothers, co-
workers, friends and patients coming together before this "Reckless
man of God!" as the statue's sculptor calls him. Personally, I enjoyed
the day with great enthusiasm and happiness, with a lot of hope for
the entire Hospitaller family and the possibility of bringing together
so many different nationalities.

It made me feel as though Father Menni was among us, thanks to all
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Andrea Calvo. Sister Hospitaller
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experiences shared through our
exchanges and talks. It was gra-
tifying to see the qualities embo-
died by St. Benedict Menni
create such a sense of hope and
courage.

It is worth noting how well the
conference was organised, and
the teamwork shown by the Sis-
ters, Brothers, co-workers and
friends in the Province of France
who helped, no doubt, to make
sure that each of us felt at home
and at ease with the issues at
hand.  The involvement of bro-
ther Valero should also be high-
lighted for the contribution
towards laying foundations for
progress with future issues.

Looking upon the statue of Be-
nedict Menni (full of strength,
strength that comes from God,
his love for Christ and his passion
for the most vulnerable and
needy people, and practically
pulling a child along with him...)
is more than a pious invitation
for me, and I would say that I feel
drawn to immerse my life in hos-
pitality, which keeps me young
(years are not counted here!),
and calls me to give my life to
any brother who crosses my
path, to the needy, always focus-
sing on Jesus, following him to
wherever I go, even if he leads
me down dangerous paths. 

Jesus' mission is in our hands

Father Menni was open to the
demands of society when he was
alive, to respond to their needs. 

His example shows us the way
forward, to embody hospitality
today.  We should not be satis-
fied with a celebration and a cen-
tenary year (beautiful and
meaningful as these things are);
these events should lead us to
understand that we have to se-
arch for the needs of our time, in
a creative and innovative way;
inspired by the love of Christ,
putting our trust in Him, as did
Benedict Menni. 

I have the impression that, as in
another time, he is urging us
"Onwards, Onwards, Onwards!"
to which we should respond with
courage, openness, without re-
gard to culture, race or language,
and with a universal love that
transforms into concrete actions
today.  

Clearly we cannot achieve this
alone, and the international as-
pect of this meeting shows this,
and confirms that to truly live
hospitality, we should not create
borders. Should we accept multi-
culturalism in Europe? We know
there are other places, other rea-
lities, other ways of looking at the
world that we cannot ignore, and
that enrich us and drive us to
focus on what is most important:
Hospitality.

Following the example of our
founders
We should draw inspiration from
the lives of our founders, of this
great figure of hospitality, in
order to truly act as a "Heart wi-
thout borders" and decide where
we need to be (as Pope Francis
insists).

Sisters, Brothers and co-workers,
we all have to be men and
women with a welcoming heart;
travellers, servants, seekers. We
have to have no fear of risk,
worry about furthering justice,
and be free to carry out the work
necessary. Meeting brothers and
sisters on our journey, people
who evangelise with their life,
their stories, meeting people,
and sharing.

Living with the joy of the mission
sent to us by the Lord: Brother
Sister, co-worker, friend... we 

“These events should 
lead us to understand

that we have to 
look for the needs 

of our time”
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“I feel drawn to 
immerse my life in 
hospitality, which 
keeps me young”

St. Benedict Menni
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have to build a shared humanity
together.  There are so many
challenges today: the refugee
does not choose which direction
he takes (Angélique Namaika),
with all the risks that entails: dis-
turbances, violence, suffering,
etc. The stigmatisation of people
with mental illness, who are mar-

colours of the rainbow" in which
everyone can work together and
where everyone has a place.  

I hope Saint Benedict Menni
enlightens us, encourages us,
and pulls us forward! 

ginalised, accused, punished and
excluded in many areas of the
world.  So many intolerances that
do so much harm to our brothers
and sisters. 

I think these celebrations help re-
mind us that we have to work to-
gether to build a "world in all the
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María del Henar Sandoval. Sister
Hospitaller

“Saint Benedict Menni invites us
to move forward without fear,
but with confidence, renewed

innovation and creativity”
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My first impression when wel-
coming pilgrims from all the
continents of the world; whe-
ther Brothers of St. John of God,
Sisters Hospitallers, co-workers,
friends, volunteers and the sick;
was the joy, enthusiasm and cu-
riosity they showed at discove-
ring the figure of Benedict
Menni, which was presented
under various different facets:
Restorer, Founder, faithful son of
St. John of God, father and mo-
ther to everyone, and an exam-
ple of Hospitaller, apostolic
spirituality and missionary va-
lues. 

From a passion for God to a
passion for mankind, with a
heart without borders

Having spent a day finding out
more about the man, life and
mission of St. Benedict Menni,
many people were able to con-
tinue learning about this great
Hospitaller figure, who was able
to respond to an urgent call
from society and who did not
seek anything other than to
Love and Serve without borders.

Personally, I have enjoyed pre-
paring for and celebrating the
event greatly, with much grati-
tude and appreciation for the
heritage left to us by St. Bene-
dict Menni, which is none other
than the gift of hospitality, so-
mething that has healed many
wounds of both body and soul
throughout history.

The universality and current
state of hospitality
We celebrated the universality of
hospitality in the diversity of lan-
guages, and in the joint efforts

by Brothers, Sisters and co-wor-
kers. The opening celebration for
the Centenary of the death of
our founder Benedict Menni was
an Easter celebration, a step to-
wards the glory of this saint, en-
couraging all the participants to
follow in his footsteps.

St. Benedict Menni invites us, as
with the statue that was blessed
in Dinan on 24 April, move for-
ward without fear, but with con-
fidence, renewed innovation and
creativity, using these assets to
rekindle the way of life of the
Hospitallers, responding to the
current needs of society. 

He also calls us to live in har-
mony, accepting the different
cultures and characteristics of
the different co-workers, volun-
teers, and so on, who each offer
whatever they can.
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“My stay in Dinan showed me that it is always
possible to help those in need”

I personally experienced the opening ceremony
for the Centenary, and it was with much anticipa-
tion and gratitude that I participated at Dinan. For
me it was a kind of confirmation of the goodness
of all the members of the Hospitallers family. Al-
though I never had any doubts, it is always nice
to feel close to the inherent characteristics of an
institution that thinks about the future without
forgetting how it arrived in the present, making
such an effort, giving up so much, and above all
with the conviction to always move forward and
grow further. 

My stay in Dinan, and I imagine this will also be the case in
Ciempozuelos, showed me that it is always possible to help
those in need, and that honesty, peace, foresight, and setting
an example are more than just words, and are labels that can
be used, quietly but with conviction, to describe the Congrega-
tion in the world. 

Having heard reports of the situations in Congo or Chile, Viet-
nam or Paris, there is tangible proof that you can achieve what
you want in the end, with a lot of effort, even when working
alone, in solitude rather than involuntary loneliness, which is
never productive. If I had to choose a sentence, I would say that
it has made us better people.
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Guillermo Pascual. Sisters Hospitallers 
Co-worker

A proposal for the future
We can see that there are certain goals to aim for
in the future.  Just as life is an ineffable, the mo-
ther of all mysteries and the mother of all, the
purpose of the Congregation is based on certain
foundations: reason, which only humans possess,
all of us.  I am tremendously optimistic about a
society that has awakened to reason and self-
awareness, that changes must always be for good,
and that ethics are applicable to everyone, regar-
dless of sex, race, colour or creed. 

“Over the past few days I have been able to
find out more about the life and work of 

St. Benedict Menni”
Over the past few days I have been able to find out more about the life
and work of St. Benedict Menni, while enjoying the scenery and cuisine
of the country, with people from all over the world. 

Discovering the difficulties Father Menni faced in his later years in Dinan
made me think.  In the future I will try to further strengthen what unites
the Hospitallers, and try to be more aware of the need to respond to and
support the patients who are most in need, as well as encourage my pas-
sion for hospitality.Pilar Encinas. Sisters 

Hospitallers Co-worker
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comunicacion@hospitalarias.org
www.hospitalarias.org

Prayer to ST. BENEDICT MENNI 

Oh God of infinite mercy, it is with great happiness that we thank you for the gift
of hospitality, on the centenary of the death of St. Benedict Menni. 

In your compassionate love he discovered the power of charity.  His faith in Jesus
Christ led him to dedicate his life to the poor and the sick, and the power of the

Holy Spirit made him pilgrim and prophet of hospitality. 

On the occasion of his intercession, we ask for the poor and the sick to find relief
from their suffering, comfort from their pain and the recovery of their health. 

Please help those who carry out the Hospitaller mission to offer their humble
and committed service, showing the compassion of Christ and the

merciful Truth. 

We ask you, Father, who together with the Son and the Holy Spirit, are love itself.
Amen.


