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FEATURED OPINION

Currently the situation of the Sis-
ters Hospitallers in Latin America
is challenging, the same as that
which San Benito Menni faced
and overcame. 

Specifically in Brazil, according to
the Constitution everyone should
have access to free healthcare.
With this in mind, the Sole He-
althcare System was created, ho-
wever, not being completely
structured it is not capable of tre-
ating the entire population, there
being persons who are not cove-
red. It has been estimated that
Brazil has 194 million inhabitants,

of which 75% have healthcare ac-
cess.
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our efforts on the most disadvan-
taged and needy persons.

The efforts being made by the
Congregation here are praise-
worthy, the great majority of so-
ciety regard us as being a quality,
human and hospitable Institution,
concerned with the health and
well-being of everyone.

Alexandre Rodrigues, Managing Director of Nuestra Sra. de Fátima Health Centre, São Paulo, Brazil

“In Brazil our Institution is highly regarded
for its quality and humanity” 

Alexandre Rodrigues da Silva

“We follow the
Hospitaller 

philosophy in
everything that 

we do”

In this context, the Sisters Hospi-
tallers in Brazil have 17 centres; of
which 3 are self owned and self-
financed, while the rest are joint
projects and totally financed by
the São Paulo government.  Its
main activity is centred on hel-
ping persons without resources
with mental disorders and/or
drug addicts, socially excluded or
with very low-level family sup-
port.  

The 19 sisters, 2 novitiates and
890 collaborators making up the
Institution in this country adhere
to the Hospitaller philosophy in
everything that we do, centring

“We focus our ef-
forts on the most
disadvantaged and
needy persons”

Personally I have the privilege of
being the Managing Director of
Nuestra Sra. de Fátima Health
Centre since 2005, a task that I
combine with the General Mana-
gement of additional Hospitaller
projects in São Paulo, together
with Nelson Ferreira the Mana-
ging Director of the Nuestra Se-
ñora del Camino health centre
since 2009.
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The Challenges of the Shared Mission

It has been a few years since we
adopted this new concept in our
language: Shared Mission. With it
we refer to the new collective
subject carried out by the Hospi-
tallers in the centres and services.
Up to 40 years ago the protago-
nist of the apostolic action was
the Community of Sisters Hospi-
tallers; however, nowadays 95%
of the people making it up are se-
cular people, Christians or not,
and the Sisters who are the re-
maining 5%.

There is another fact. The Sisters
Hospitallers centres are church
institutions, that is to say, they
have a vision, a way of looking at
people, values and purposes that
are Christian. They search for
more respect, service and promo-
tion of the needy, in human, tech-
nical and organisational
excellence, giving a message of
the value of any person and of
how Jesus’ God loves and pro-
tects those who suffer, Good
News of love and cordiality. 

For this purpose, the Church not
only commits itself with the

members who share the faith and
love for Jesus Christ but also coo-
perates with all those showing so-
lidarity, commitment, and who
search for justice, peace and love.

From these two current realities
we are called to ask a few ques-
tions, to provide answers which
are more consistent with this new
subject of the Hospitaller mission.

It seems we are all called upon to
arouse awareness of the deep
comprehension of the Hospitaller
Mission from a communion
church point of view, committing
all the members, whether they are
sisters, secularists or non-belie-
vers, to the service of those who
suffer, respecting their own voca-
tion. 

Each one is called on to offer the
best of oneself, at a professional,
human, Christian or consecrated
person level, making a nexus with
everybody’s contributions. The
ministry or carrying out of this
hospitality is enriched by each
one from their own vocation and
apostolic vision; thus the nexus

becomes richer with plurality and
unity. 

Nobody can replace anybody in
their specific contribution; we can
be replaced in our roles, but not in
our contribution. This common
nexus or Hospitaller mission is pro-
vided to people, to the Church and
the world as a whole. This “whole”
is what we call “Sacred Mission”. 

We are sent by the Spirit to the an-
nouncement of the Good News,
which is what the Church has to
make present, exercising the speci-
fic and with different functions and
vocations the hospitality, in kee-
ping with the vision and characte-
ristics of the Founders.  Father
Menni, Maria Josefa Recio and
Maria Angustias had a dream of
love for all those who suffer, above
all those with mental disorders and
this dream is carried out in this new
“hospitaller community”.

María Concepción Ochotorena

Sister Hospitaller

Sisters and coworkers working together for the future of the Institution
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“We young undertake, above all, to live
Hospitaller day after day”

Inês Correia is a 20-year old
young Portuguese woman,
studying nursing who shares
with us her experience as a
member of the “Hospitaller
Youth” movement in her
country.

How and when did you get to
know the Sisters Hospitaller?
What relationship do you
have with them? 

I got to know the Sisters Hospi-
taller at a work camp held in
Saúde de Idanha, near Lisbon,
in 2009 through the information
I was given by one of my lectu-
rers. 

At that time I was completely
unaware of the reality of a con-
secrated life. I thought it was a
very closed lifestyle, with no
contact with the young popula-
tion. But, putting aside my pre-
judices and specially moved by
my desire to have adventures,
to discover things about myself
and about the others, I decided
to participate together with
three friends in an activity pro-
moted by Hospitaller Youth, a
Young people’s movement
which the Sisters accompany
and encourage them in Portu-
gal.

This first activity was followed
by many others, and my opi-
nion of the Sisters Hospitallers
has completely changed; they
are not as I thought they were. I
am happy sharing with them
some of the aspects of the Hos-

pitaller charisma; they have
taught me to see Jesus Christ in
each of the patients. Perhaps I
am not able to explain it, but I
believe I belong to a very special
family!

What is and how does Hospi-
taller Youth work in Portugal?
What is your participation in
it?

Hospitaller Youth is a national
movement of young people to-
gether with the Brothers of St.
John of God. Its aim is to make
young people aware, train them
to undertake Hospitaller actions,
as one of the saying is: “hospita-
ller are works”. 

The Hospitaller Centres and
Communities organise an an-
nual programme of activities:
work camps, hospitality wee-
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kends, Hospitaller Easter and
Christmas, Missionary camps
and vocational retreats, amongst
others. 

In 2013 Hospitaller Youth is 25
years old and for that reason we
are organising a series of com-
memorative activities, as well as
a prayer chain, which joins all the
hospitaller family and a Tour to
the roots of hospitaller which will
take place in Granada, Spain. 

Apart from participating in these
activities we young undertake,
above all, to live Hospitaller day
after day: out in the streets, in

Inês Correia
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the parish, at school, at work
and at home. I personally live
my commitment as “Young
hospitaller” dedicating a few
hours a week at the S. Jose
Psychiatric Clinic helping the
patients and even more, for the
daily enjoyment of happiness
and simplicity I find there.

Why is it important for you
to be part of this great Hos-
pitaller family? What do you
most like?

Because I learn to be a better
person, to allow me refuge in
others and, at the same time,
to offer shelter and refuge to
the needy. It helps me realise
that we live in a society that re-
quires both individual and
group concern to solve the
existing differences. 

I like everything about this
Hospitaller family: the rare
transparency of the patients,
the tenderness of the sisters,
the dedication of the families,
the impressive service of the
health professionals, volunte-

ers and collaborators. I like the
simplicity and love which reflect
Jesus. 

What would you tell the
young people about the Sis-
ters Hospitallers?

I would explain to them that
they are not “people from ano-
ther century”, as I believed be-
fore I met them. They are, in
fact, young-spirited women,
mothers of “many sons and
daughters”, spiritual and excep-
tionally human. 

It is not easy to attract young
people to become acquainted
with the Hospitaller style, as it is
a reality difficult to explain. The-
refore, I tell the young people
that it is very good to learn
from them to “wash their feet”,
to discover the happiness in
helping others. I energetically
tell them: “Come to know a
place with people who need
you and expect you, a place of
Love, God and thus, a place for
you… Come! And let the world
be a bit better”.
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Inês Correia by a user in San Jose Clinic
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Last July the city of Rio de Janeiro
hosted the World Youth Day
(JMJ) under the slogan “Youth,
the Open Pathway”.

The Sisters Hospitallers from the
three Latin America structures
participated in the World Youth
Day, encouraging Pastoral Voca-
tion, the novitiates, juniorates,
aspirants and the younger sis-
ters. 

During the day we were also pre-
sent with a stand together with
the Brothers of Our Lady of Lour-
des, displaying our Congregatio-
nal materials to further the
knowledge of our Work.

This was a momentous occasion
for the Sisters Hospitallers from
Latin America, appropriate for in-
tensifying our faith, revitalise the
option for Jesus Christ and the
evangelisation of the younger
folk. All this accompanied by the
presence of our Pope Francis.

Sisters 

Hospitallers

in the “JMJ” 

World Youth Day 2013



Solidarity: a healthy gesture
The Beata María Ana Hospital in
Madrid, Spain, has created a Per-
manent Solidarity Group with
the objective of fostering the
hospitaller culture amongst its
collaborators; solidarity in its
closest surroundings and inter-
national cooperation. 

The first steps taken by this wor-
king group on the 31st of May
this year has been the setting up
of a Solidarity book street mar-
ket to the benefit of the “Child
Care” project set up by the  Sis-
ters Hospitallers in Equatorial
Guinea. All the books were ge-
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llaborators, families and people
treated in the centre, and also
anonymously by people who did
not wish to miss the opportunity
of participating in this solidarity
event.  

More than €1,800 were collected
by means of this activity, which
have been exclusively destined
to this project. Thanks to the ex-
cellent reception of this initiative,
Hospitaller has the intention of
repeating the same in the co-
ming months, which will be the
start of a lengthy solidarity path.

Video games for stroke rehabilitation
Under the guidance of the Aita
Menni Hospital specialists in
Spain, the VirtualWare company
has created VirtualRehab, a
physical rehabilitation platform
for persons suffering from brain
damage in a project under the
aegis of the Spanish Neurology
Company. 

The Aita Menni Hospital is re-
nowned for brain damage reha-
bilitation in Spain. This is the
main reason for which Virtual-
Ware resorted to their specia-
lists to design these games
addressed to the recovery of
persons having had a stroke, a
cranial-cephalic traumatism or
any other type of brain damage.   

Doctor Juan Ignacio Marín, a
specialist in Physical Medicine
and Rehabilitation at the Brain
Damage Service, coordinates
the team that has designed the
exercises and movements of the

tool, with the objective of wor-
king on equilibrium, coordina-
tion, flexibility, arm mobility and
resistance.

This Hospital already has a
system available by means of
which the users may carry out
rehabilitation at home (remote
rehabilitation), only needing a
computer or television to be
able to train with the program-
mes prescribed by their physio-
therapists.

The results and scores obtained
in each of the exercises are sto-
red in a server to which access
may be made from any part of
the world. With this information,
the specialist can plan and pro-
gramme exercises for future ses-
sions resulting in the making
good of any errors being in kee-
ping with the evolution of the
patient.
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Solidarity book street market

Dr. Juan Ignacio Marín

User performing rehabilitation exercises
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Member of Honour of the Order of Merit
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Acto de entrega de la Orden del Mérito 2013
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Being together is hospitality
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pizza shop in order to offer a
meal in keeping with the very
best family gatherings.

It was really great to see every-
body eating together and to
serve workers, guests and sisters
in a celebration atmosphere, but
on a normal day.

Neither were we surprised to see
the priest, the health centre di-
rector, the sisters and the organi-
sers all sitting down together at
the same table: we are all too
used to separating instead of joi-
ning together. Category is simply

a name since people can per-
fectly be together: the proof has
been that the atmosphere was
placid, the conversation fluid,
and the pleasure of being toge
ther more than evident. 

On the basis of this experience,
we have undertaken to organise
similar events not to lose the
Hospitaller Community feeling
that makes us different from the
rest. If our Home belongs to us
all, in view of the hospitality, it is
necessary for us to have the op-
portunity to experience it as
such. 

Coexistence Day

The Portugal National Day the
10th of June was celebrated this
year 2013 in Elvas, Alentejo. 

As in previous years, on this
date in recognition of services
to the country and the Portu-
guese society, His Excellency the
President of the Republic grants
awards to a series of people or
institutions. 

On this day of Commemora-
tions, the President of the Repu-
blic, Chancellor of the
Portuguese Honorary Orders,
also awarded as a Member of
Honour of the Order of Merit to
the centre of recuperation of
minors “D. Manuel da Trindade
Salgueiro”, located in Assumar,
in the district of Portalegre. This
particular Social Solidarity Insti-
tution supports children and
youths with mental disorders
managed by the Sisters Hospi-
tallers Institution.

The Order of Merit is “awarded
for acts or praiseworthy services
carried out in the practice of any
public or private functions, de-
monstrating abnegation in fa-
vour of the community”.   

This was in recognition of the
work carried out in this Centre to
the benefit of the Portuguese
society during the course of 45

years of Hospitaller presence in
Alentejo. 

We have received this recogni-
tion with great honour and hap-
piness, and we do not celebrate
this alone, but together with all
those who contribute to this
Work being possible on a daily
basis.

On Friday the 21st of June our
Health Centre turned into a
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Programme  “Grow with Me”

The new Malaga Health Com-
plex develops the Intergenera-
tional Programme “Grow with
Me” where 6 and 7 year old chil-
dren and the elderly residents of
the Psychogeriatric Unit and
Day Care Unit of the centre take
part. 

This initiative started with well-
defined objectives: the promo-
tion of activities that contribute

to the fight against social exclu-
sion and age discrimination, to
overcome the stereotypes rela-
ted to age and to foster solida-
rity between generations,
encouraging a positive attitude
towards the elderly who are di-
sabled as a way to prevent dis-
crimination. 

The programme started around
two years ago and thanks to its
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signed a cooperation agreement
with the Salesian School San Bar-
tolomé in Malaga. 

During the last academic year,
the programme was developed
thanks to a total of 56 students
from year 1 in Primary and 56
users of the Psychogeriatric resi-
dence and Day Care Unit. They
have shared different activities,
arousing happiness not only in
the residents, but also curiosity
and empathy in all the healthcare
staff, families and visitors.  

The experience could not have
been more positive. Considera-
ble affection has been generated
in the interrelationship of both
generations, at the same time as
the objectives established have
been reached. 

Mental health for all
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Telema Mental Health Centre

Programme “Grow with Me” Programme “Grow with Me”

In 1989 the Sisters Hospitallers established the Telema Mental He-
alth Centre  in Kinshasa, the Congo Democratic Republic, to treat
and reintegrate persons with mental disorders and without resour-
ces.

During the course of all these years, Telema has become a centre of
reference in the area.  More than a hundred persons are treated
daily, who receive their corresponding medical treatment.  

The centre also participates in the Health for All information bulletin,
which has been published for 12 years and whose objective is the
prevention and treatment of thits type of pathology.

And as an improved project, the Benito Menni Foundation has fi-
nanced almost in its entirety new equipment to carry out electro-
encephalograms which without any doubt whatsoever with optimise
the centres services.  

Telema Sisters´Community
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Special 
birthday
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Inaugurated in 1965 and located
in the Capurro neighbourhood in
Montevideo, Uruguay, in order
provide the need for psychoge-
riatric care in the area. It is priva-
tely financed and recognised by
the Public Health Ministry of the
country.

It currently has more than 100
physical or mentally dependent
or semi-dependent users, who,
by means of an individual care
plan, attempt to improve their
capacity to carry out normal daily
activities in this way achieving
improved independence. 

A feature of the centre is to cele-
brate the users birthdays on a
three monthly basis; sharing the
event with the staff, their families,
sisters and users making this a
very special day.
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Birthday Celebration

V Hospitaller 
Olympics 
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Guarda received the V Hospitaller Olympics.  The organi-
sation of this event involved various local people and en-
tities who very quickly organised the areas and materials
for the carrying out of various sporting activities. For this
“competition” we counted on the participation of 4 hospi-
tal centres, the Bento Menni Health Centre hosting this
sports meeting, the Idanha Health Centre, the Buen Jesús
Health Centre and the Rainha Santa Isabel Health Centre. 

It all took place on the 27th and 28th of June with great
enthusiasm and exchange of laughter and Olympic effort!
The opening of the games was started with the presence
of local institutions and our institution. We also had the
presence of newspapers and the local radio for improved
coverage of this initiative, involving the persons helped by
the Institute of the Sacred Heart of Jesus Sisters Hospita-
llers.   

Imitating the true spirit of the original Olympic Games, the
Olympic Torch was lit and all those present were welcomed
with a tap dance performance by the Health Centre, full of
colour and animation which was much enjoyed by the ath-
letes, trainers and the general public present. 

Two days of intense sporting activity followed, with athle-
tics trials, long jump, relay race, obstacle race, swimming
and hydro-gymnastics, basketball and volleyball, trekking
and traditional games, etc. At the end of the first day a din-
ner was served in homage to our athletes and all the com-
panions and organisers who made this great Hospitaller
encounter possible. We also had the pleasure of the pre-
sence of the provincial Counsellor Sister Paula Carneiro,
who greatly honoured us and encouraged us to do it more
and better! 

We finished the V Hospitaller Olympics   with great satis-
faction and great sense of unity with all those who enjoyed
these days in the Highlands, leaving in the hands of the
Assumar Recuperation of Minors Centre the task of dyna-
mising the next sports event in 2015. 

Until then and with all best wishes for good sporting acti-
vities.



CONTIGO

In 1990 the Sisters Hospitallers opened the “Guardian Angel Learning
Center” located in Pasig, Philippines, with the objective of fostering
and educating children without resources in the area. Although it has
been operating now for more than 20 years, it wasn’t until 2004 when
the government legalised the centre.

The school year 2013-2014 started in June. A course inundated with
life and replete with the dreams and excitement of the 180 students
enrolled, 17% of whom require a special education which they receive
integrated in the various levels of the normal classes.

The students are aged between 3 and 12 years old, and their educa-
tion, which is mainly taught by the Sisters, is established as follows:

- 3 PRE-SCHOOL levels: Nursery, Kindergarten and Preparatory. 
- 6 SCHOOL levels, or formal education: I, II, III, IV, V and VI.
- 3 SPECIAL EDUCATION classes included in the INTEGRATION
PLAN. 

The centre is financed by the Sisters Hospitaller Congregation and
the Benito Menni Foundation. It also has two complementary support
projects: one being NUTRITIONAL financed by annual projects by the
ONLUS NGO “Solidarity and Service” in Italy: and another Child Spon-
sorship to provide educational opportunities for children without re-
sources.  This latter is from the “insieme se pou” Association, which
arose from an initiative from collaborators who work in our Albese
Centre, also in Italy. 

In addition to the “Guardian Angel Learning Center” the Sisters Hos-
pitallers have two more houses in the Philippines: “María Angustias
Giménez Vera” a training centre for juniorates and the Therapeutic
centre “María Josefa Recio” day hospital dealing with the recuperation
of mentally distressed persons. 

Since the 24th of April, the Philippine Delegation includes the pre-
sence of India and the Philippines under the aegis of the General Go-
vernment. Currently they are made up by 26 Perpetual Vow sisters,
21 Temporary vows ( juniorates), 6 Novitiates and 4 Aspirants. A total
of 57, the greater part being youngsters in a period of academic trai-
ning.

Hospitallers without frontiers...

Opening ceremony of the 2013 -

2014 school year

Guardian Angel Learning Center

Sister of the Philippines next to a

student of the center
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comunicacion@hospitalarias.org
www.hospitalarias.org

Outstanding dates

Date Event

General Management:  

June 2013        Sister Andrea Calvo, 4th General Counsel, and Sister Agata Villadoro, provincial 
superior of Italy, visited China in order to become better acquainted with reality.  

July 2013         Sister Andrea Calvo participated in a humanitarian visit to provide assistance to 
the children in the Dapaong hospital, in Togo.

July 2013         Sister Ana Lucía Castro, 3rd General Counsel, participated in the World Youth Day 
in Río de Janeiro, Brazil.

August 2013    Sister Anabela Carneiro, General Superior and Sister María Asunción Riopedre, 
Vicar general, visited Vietnam on the occasion of the celebration of the 
II Delegation Assembly. 

Sept 2013        Provincial secretaries meeting in Rome. (From 23 to 30 September)

Oct 2013         Provincial provincial counsels meeting who enliven the apostolic area and bursars 
meeting in Rome. (From 4 to 11 October)

Provinces: 

July 2013               New Brain Damage Unit. Centro Padre Menni Centre in Santander, Spain.

Oct/Nov 2013        Celebration of commemoration of the 125 anniversary of the Beata María  
Ana Hospital in Madrid, Spain.


